MALE AND FEMALE

“Male and female he created them.”
Genesis 1:27
Genesis presents humanity as both one and differentiated. God said, “Let us make man
in our image” (Genesis 1:26), and then immediately explains, “male and female he created
them” (Genesis 1:27). Men and women share the same human dignity, the same divine
image, and the same need for redemption, yet Scripture does not treat sexual difference
as accidental or unimportant. The bodily reality of being male or female is part of God’s

created design and shapes our identity as men and women.

That distinction is first bodily. Our bodies are not meaningless shells or raw material for
self-definition. Scripture treats the body as given by God and morally significant. Male
and female bodies are different by design and complementary in marriage (Genesis 2:18—
24; Romans 1:26-27). Christians are therefore taught to receive the body as a gift and to
glorify God in it (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Scripture also assumes that men and women should ordinarily be recognizable as men
and women. Passages such as 1 Corinthians 11:2—16 are culturally complex, but Paul’s
argument depends upon the goodness of sexual distinction. The precise customs of dress
and hair may vary across cultures, yet the undetlying principle remains: God did not
create male and female so that the distinction would be deliberately erased.

The Bible also presents characteristic patterns of strength, beauty, nurture, courage,
tenderness, responsibility, and service. These virtues are not exclusive to one gender, but
Scripture often associates them differently with men and women. Paul could compare his
ministry both to a gentle mother and to an exhorting father (1 Thessalonians 2:7-12),
showing that sexual difference has significance beyond anatomy alone.

In marriage, this distinction takes on particular shape. The woman is created as a fitting
helper for the man (Genesis 2:18), while the man bears a distinctive responsibility for
leadership and sacrificial care (Ephesians 5:23-33). These roles do not imply greater or
lesser worth. They are different forms of faithful service within one shared humanity.
Christian teaching about male and female should therefore avoid both superiority and
sameness. Men and women are equal in dignity, distinct by God’s design, and together
bear his image in the world.

Why does the male-female distinction matter in God’s design?
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